A&&LE AND CO.
more than enough to tie up our tongues. For myself,
when I thought of our folly and the ignominious fiasco
which we had been spared, the palms of my hands grew
hot: and for most of that drive, to my shame, I thought
about nothing else. My cousin has more control. And
the look on his face declared that his brain was slaving
to find out some plan of action—to settle the shape of
the battle which we must now give to-morrow, soon
after lunch.
As we entered the lounge of the hotel, an elderly,
kind-looking Frenchman rose to Ms feet and bowed low
to Jill and Adfele.
Then he spoke very fast and humbly, giving his name
and standing, and praying us to hold him excused.
To-morrow was a day of collection, of collecting
money for some institution or other which cared for
poor children and sent them away to the sea. He asked
for no subscription : he asked for help. They had sore
need of helpers, of attractive lady-helpers, who would
carry collecting-boxes and solicit a contribution from
whomsoever they met. He had seen Mesdames that
morning, and at once he had known that if they would
lend their services, these would be of more value than
thousands of francs.
He spread out reverent hands.
** They will not refuse you, Mesdames. I could not
refuse you myself. And so your way is easy. Ask me
to spare you, and I can do nothing else."
" I'm dreadfully sorry/' said Adfcie. " But we're
going into the mountains. We've promised	"
" Go where you will, Madam$. I do not care. If
only you will take a box with you and ask everybody
yoa meet	"
" I accept for them," said Jonah. He smiled and put
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